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Christians and Muslim Reactions to the Black Death Plague
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	Black Death is the plague that occurred between 1347 to 1352 CE. The cause that resulted in the flu contagion was not well understood, however, individuals from different religions such as Christianity believed that it was ascribed by paranormal forces as well as the drive of God. Similarly, individuals responded with optimistic remedies and reactions created by religious beliefs, misconceptions and therapeutic acquaintances that were developed by Islam from the east and catholic Christians from the west.[footnoteRef:1] Although religious reactions took diverse forms, they did not manage to save individuals who were infected nor halt the outbreak. Christians and Muslims' reaction to the plague were different in that the Islam remained integral and believing that the persistence of the plague is the gift which conferred martyrdom to the infected individuals and thus they will go heaven immediately. Furthermore, Islam also viewed the plague as one of the tests they should tolerate like other trials such as floods and famine.  [1:  Dols, Michael W. "The Black Death in the Middle East, Princeton U." Press, Princeton, New Jersey (1977).] 

	Despite Islam remaining intact taking it as persecution, they also took the plague to the advantage in ensuring they uphold Muslim cohesion. Besides, the plague caused increased death peal.[footnoteRef:2] Moreover, other experiential opinion was developed and well-versed with religious beliefs.  [2:  Medivel Medicine ppt] 

	On the other hand, Christians reacted differently because they viewed the plague as punishment from God. Therefore, Christians responded by confessing their sins and culpability, as well as a repentant and transformed commitment to God, will bring the plague to an end. Furthermore, pageants would be streaming into the cities going to churches that are devoted to the Virgin Mary. Christianity believers would also buy ornaments and amulets to protect them as well as pray and fast. At the same time, Muslims were also congregating in mosques for prayers, however, their prayers were not for asking for forgiveness of sins but for the request to revitalize the plague. Consequently, since there is no rule of unique sin and humans’ insurmountable guilt in the Muslim religion, therefore, Islamic religious reaction took the same way as the prayer for healthy birth or a good harvest. Also, communal prayer was significant to the Muslim in the reaction towards the Black Death, as it was done to ask for the enlivening of the plague and it was especially done when the disease was at its peak.[footnoteRef:3] Believers were asked to meet in mosques and perform the endorsed supplications in common. [3:  Aberth, John. “The Black Death: The Great Mortality of 1348-1350: A Brief History with Documents.” (2005).] 

	Although Christians believed the disease was highly contagious, they continued to hold their meetings and prayers together because they believed there was no other way of assuaging God and flee from the infected regions. The pandemic continued to escalate because the traditional religious reactions did not work, and resulted in the Flagellant movement to begin. The movement comprises of a set of enthusiastic Christians who were controlled by a leader and moved from different cities and towns scourging for their sins and as well as of others and dwindling on the ground and managing societies in the oppression and killing of the Jews. Although the killing of Jews by Christians did not start during the Black Death it intensified due to the plague. Therefore, the Black Death unbridled viciousness, detestation and culpability among communities. Similarly, the Jews were alleged of killing Christian children and poisoning wells. On the other hand, the Muslims did not believe the disease was transmissible thus did not have a reason to run away from infected areas. Therefore, the Muslims believed that whether the plague came from Allah or a djinn, they could not run away from what God’s destiny was ruled. Furthermore, the Muslims did not believe in persecution of the minority group such as the Jews like the Christians.


Bibliography
Aberth, John. “The Black Death: The Great Mortality of 1348-1350: A Brief History with Documents.” (2005).
Dols, Michael W. "The Black Death in the Middle East, Princeton U." Press, Princeton, New Jersey (1977).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Medivel Medicine ppt
